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(57) Abstract: A steel wire for a spring, characterized in that it has a tempering martensite structure and comprises 0.53 to 0.68 % 
of C, L2 to 2.5 % of Si, 0.2 to 1.5 % of Mn, 1.4 to 2.5 % of Cr, 0.05 % or less of Al, and contains, as optional elements, 0.4 % or less 
of Ni, 0.4 % or less of V, 0.05 to 0.5 % of Mo, 0.05 to 0.5 % of Nb, and others, the balance being Fe and inevitable impurities, old 
0\ austenite grains have a grain size number of 1 1.0 or more, and it exhibits an offeet yield strength ratio ( a b) of 0.85 or less. The 
steel wire is a high strength steel wire for a spring which is excellent in both of the resistance to setting and fatigue characteristics, 
22 and further excellent in workability (cold workability). 
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